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New York City May 26, 1903 Arthur Judson Brown 

Dr. W.O. Johnson 

Taiku, Korea 

My dear Dr. Johnson: 

As | am now conducting the correspondence with Korea, Dr. Ellinwood has referred to 

me your letter of April 8". | appreciate the delicacies of the situation to which you refer and | 

earnestly hope with you that all the embarrassments incident to that case have been forever 

buried. 

| am very sorry to learn that Mr. Bruen returned from a recent trip with an attack of 

fever. Will you kindly remember me to him and tell him that | have been praying for his speedy 

recovery. | pleasantly remember my meeting with him in New York before he went to the field. 

| am deeply interested in your hospital. When it is finished, | hope you will write me 

some account of it that | can have published. 

The General Assembly is now in session, but as it is three thousand miles away in Los 

Angeles, we hear very little about it. The telegrams in the daily papers are quite meager. We 

shall have to wait until letters can come from the Board’s representatives, Dr. Halsey and Mr. 

Hand. 

With cordial remembrances to Mrs. Johnson and to your associates at the station, | am, 

Very sincerely yours, 

(signature too light to read but certainly) A.J. Brown 

(from microfilm reel #283, Vol. 242, #129) 



Taegu, Korea June 15, 1903 Woodbridge O. Johnson 

My dear Dr. Ellinwood: 

4. Your letter dated May 5 came today and | hasten to reply and express my deep regret that 

it seems necessary for you to lay aside the secretaryship of our Mission. | have always felt 

and others of the Mission have expressed themselves to me similarly that we in Korea were 

exceptionally fortunate in having for our Secretary one with so large experience and intimate 

knowledge of Foreign Missions. | hope that although you relinquish your active duties the 
Mission may continue to have the benefit of your advice on all important questions. 

2. Regarding the sum of yen 1500 asked for by the Mission to complete and equip the hospital 

at Taiku, | believe it will be sufficient for that purpose. The original amount asked for in 
September 1901 was yen 6000® to build the hospital. At the next Annual Meeting in 
September 1902 and before the building had been begun it was clearly seen that this would be 
insufficient and an additional sum of yen 500 was requested. The equipment including beds, 
linens, operating room furniture, etc. had been unprovided for the previous year so a separate 

appropriation of yen 1000 was asked for this. The hospital roof is now being put on. Nearly 

two thirds of the work is completed and | hope to see it finished some time in August. If the 

additional yen 500 for completion and yen 1000 for equipment have been already provided for 

will it not be possible to cable out to Dr. Vinton, the Mission treasurer, the yen 500 at least 
immediately? | ask this because the money will be needed shortly, before an answer by mail 

can arrive and | will find it difficult to advance the money myself. If this can be done by cabling 

a word or two such as “Johnson 500 or Taiku 500 or Taiku Hospital” - or whatever your cable 

code permits, | would be greatly obliged. | will notify Dr. Vinton of the possibility of such a 

cable being received and what it will mean. 

3. | have written you several lines during the spring about my health. | have never recovered 

from the attack of fever | had in the Spring of 1901. The three months just in Japan following it 

benefitted me much but by autumn | was so lacking in strength and energy that | wrote to the 
Mission asking them to request Dr. Irvin’s opinion on my health and stating that unless | 

improved soon | did not feel able to continue work. The Mission decided “to relieve Dr. 

Johnson of medical work in Taiku Station pending restoration to health”. This action was taken 

at the 1901 Annual Meeting while | was absent with my father and sister and family on a trip to 

Hong Kong. The voyage and rest, however, improved my health and during the fall and 

winter following in Taiku | believed as | wrote you at the time that | was getting back to normal. 
It was not found possible in this isolated station with sick Koreans asking aid and no other 
doctor here, to remain on the ground and follow the Mission’s recommendation so it was not 

followed -- but dispensary work carried on as usual until summer. 

During the spring the symptoms of lack of strength and nerve force returned and from 

that time until now during the first twelve months | have been in very poor shape - not doing 

nearly full work but hanging on hoping to improve. This past winter and spring nervousness, 

insomnia, headache and lack of strength have been so pronounced that had it not seemed 
absolutely necessary to build the Taiku hospital | should have asked Dr. Irvin to recommend 

my return to the United States as soon as the consent of the Mission could be gained. As it is, 

with Mr. Adams absent and Mr. Barrett a new man, Mr. Bruen has an unusual amount of work 

and unless overseen by myself the hospital building could not be carried on this year nor would 
it probably be possible next year by anyone who might take my place. | expect to see its 
completion therefore and now request the Board to authorize my return home on furlough 
immediately after the Annual Mission meeting should the Mission so recommend. | write thus 
early to obtain the Board’s approval......... [final page missing] 

(from microfilm reel #280, Vol. 233, letter #65) 



New York City July 14, 1903 Arthur Judson Brown 

Dr. W. O. Johnson 

Taiku, Korea 

My Dear Dr. Johnson: 

I have read with deep interest your letter of May 8". I appreciate the difficulties to which 

you refer in taking an active part on the committee appointed to superintend the building 

operations at Fusan. We have confidence in your judgment, and we know that you will do the 

best you can. 

I note your question about the advisability of making the heating of the Fusan and perhaps 

the Taiku hospitals a matter for an extra appropriation. As the Board has not adjourned until 

September, and as it does not like anyway to make appropriations except on mission requests, I 
suppose we shall have to leave that matter for the present. If, as you suggest, “Friends are 

anxious to supply this part of the equipment” I presume the mission will make some 

representations on the subject at its next Meeting, or if that is too late, the Ad-interim Committee. 

I infer from your letter that you had not heard anything when you wrote regarding the 

appropriation for your own hospital at Taiku. Probably you have since received Dr. Ellinwood’s 

letter to you of April 3“ in which he intimated that a lady in Philadelphia has undertaken to build 
and equip the hospital at Taiku as a memorial for a deceased nephew, while the College Hill 

Church of Easton, Pennsylvania which is enthusiastically interested in you, has given us the sum 
of $370 gold as a special gift toward the maintenance of the Hospital. The Board accepted the 
latter gift April 20", 1903 and voted to appropriate it for that purpose - “when it shall have been 
received by the Treasurer”. I have just inquired in our Treasurer’s office, but thus far nothing has 

been received. 

Your account of the tract of land adjoining the present site of the Station greatly impresses 

me. I heartily wish that we had the funds to promptly secure it. I agree with you as to the 

desirability of having ample room, but unfortunately the anticipated income of the year has been 
pledged in the appropriations and our receipts to date are $47,857 less that they were for the 
corresponding period of last year. I do hope that the time will come when we shall not have to be 

pressed in this way. There are so many things that ought to be done. There is no lack of 
willingness on the part of the Board. The great perplexity is how we can get along with the 
limited amount of money at our disposal. 

I am concerned about your health. I hope that you are taking reasonable care of yourself. 
I am very sorry that I was not able to visit Taiku when I was in Korea, but from what I saw of 

other parts of Korea, I can perhaps form a fairly accurate impression of your situation there. At 
any rate I have a clear conviction that Taiku is an important strategic center which ought to be 
one of the strong stations of the Mission, and I do not suppose there is any member of the 
Mission who is disposed to object to that position. 

Sunday afternoon I heard the Rev. Campbell Morgan, who as you of course know, has 
succeeded Mr. Moody at Northfield - preach a sermon on “The Things which please God”. It 
deeply moved me and led [the rest too faint to read] 

(from microfilm reel 283, Vol. 242, #139) 
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New York City July 24, 1903 Arthur Judson Brown 

Dr. W.O. Johnson 

Taiku, Korea 

My dear Dr. Johnson:- 

| had just written to you when | received your letter of June 13" to Dr. Ellinwood. | shall 

show him your very kind reference to him. | am sure that it will gratify him. 

The matter of the additional appropriation for which you ask properly belongs in my 

department as it is the duty of the secretary to see that requests for appropriations are brought 

to the Board. But as your letter arrives just as | am leaving the city for an absence of several 

weeks, and as | find that you have written on the same subject to our Treasurer, Mr. Hand, | 

have arranged with him to handle the matter and to communicate directly with you. 

| have read with deep sympathy your account of your ill health. | do not wonder that 

you are suffering for you had a terrible illness and you have been under a heavy strain since. 

The Board does not like to authorize returns on account of ill health prior to its 

knowledge of official action by the Mission or the certificates of the physicians involved. You 

will find the whole method of procedure stated on the enclosed medical certificate for a 

missionary on the field. Please see that all the blanks are filled out. You will note that the 

Board gives the Mission ample power to act in such circumstances and if necessary to send a 

missionary home without waiting to hear from the Board. 

| shall think of you with special prayer, my dear brother, and when you come home we 

shall be very glad to welcome you. 

Affectionately yours, 

(signature too light to read, but surely) A.J. Brown 

(from microfilm #283, Vol. 242 {part 2}, letter #11) 
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